
Steps of a Growing Church 
 
Friends, Ionia First UMC is a welcoming friendly place. We are a people who 
praise God and grow in faith together. Our mission, to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of Ionia, is a bold one and worthy of our time and 
effort. Thank you for joining me in that quest. 
 
In order to do that, there are several steps we can take toward transforming our 
church into a place that makes Christian disciples. The first is to establish a small 
group ministry. If you read the gospels, Jesus ministered to thousands, but 
there were a dozen that followed closely. The truth is that it is difficult to estab-
lish close, intimate, faith sharing and growing relationships with more than a few 
people. Establishing a small group ministry will help us to form those relation-
ships that are close and faith focused. If you are willing to be a small group 
leader, please contact me about finding out more. 
 
The second thing we need to do is follow up with visitors. In the past, IFUMC 
has made and delivered pies. I really admire that people did that. Now, howev-
er, it might be time to explore new and creative ideas for how we can make sure 
that those who have visited know that we appreciated their presence with us. 
Our friendship committee is taking steps toward this, but we can do more. If this 
is a ministry you would like to serve in, please let me know. 
 
Thirdly, we need to make sure that people are warmly welcomed. I know that 
we have great ushers and greeters at the door. I’m so thankful to see your smil-
ing faces when I walk by, because I know that those smiles are so important 
when guests walk in the door. That being said, I want to encourage everyone to 
assume responsibility for making something they don’t recognize feel as though 
they are wanted and welcomed in this faith community. A smile and a “hello” go 
a long way, as well as making sure that they know how to find their way to the 
sanctuary (if you’ve never done it in our building before, that can be a chal-
lenge), bathrooms and childcare. 
 
Lastly, invitations. Once we are ready to have people here, let’s make sure that 
as many people as possible know the love of God as expressed by IFUMC as 
possible. Grab a friend and come to church! 
 
Grace & Peace 
Pastor Jon 
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“A Symphony of Praise 
and Service to God” 



ADULT BIBLE STUDY              

OPPORTUNITIES 

MEN’S 5 WEEK BIBLE 

STUDY 

TUESDAYS 7-8 P.M. 

Starts April 14 



   In our last newsletter, we were thinking about feasible “New Year’s Resolutions.”   

   Since then I have been alerted to another “resolution” I am going to try to keep.  During 

   the month of January and part of February, Don and I found ourselves forced “out-of-

   the-loop.”  This term originated in the 1970”s having its roots in computer technology.  

   Think of “out-of-the-loop” as being a communication channel and therefore being “out-

   of-the-loop” means no one is in communication with you.  You are not exchanging in

   formation.  You have no knowledge or involvement in something.  You are not in 

   formed, up-to-date, current, or included. Well, we weren’t completely out-of-the-loop 

   with our friends and church family.  We were in “partial  ostracism,” not completely 

excluded but not fully included either.  Consequently, I was alerted again to the importance of 

“communication,” the feeling of belonging, the need of being connected.  My new suggestion for a resolution?  

Let’s keep everyone “In-the-Loop”  Let’s strive to improve our lines of communication. 

If attendance at the first Lenten Potluck was any indication, things are looking up.    As several remarked, it 

was one of the largest groups we have had at any potluck recently.   Plenty of good food! Wonderful fellow-

ship! Excellent program! What more could we wish? Just that the trend continues.  And so we are hoping that 

you all will make an effort to attend our Lenten Breakfast.  The date is Saturday, March 28th.   The time is 9:00 

a.m.   Our speaker will be our new librarian, Dale Parus.  Final plans are yet to be jelled, but we know we can 

promise you a delicious breakfast, another time of warm fellowship, and an inspirational hour.  To assist our 

cooks in their planning, a sign-up sheet will be circulated.      

In the meantime, please remember to recycle your pop can tabs, your cereal boxes, your empty computer car-

tridges, your soup labels, and items for RAVE (see list on door).  Our recycling bins are In the depot across 

from the coat rack in the downstairs hall.   All donations go to worthy causes.    

-Peg Fell 

CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE NEWS:   CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE NEWS:   CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE NEWS:   CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE NEWS:       

The Cassie Stewart Circle because of sickness and the weather did not meet during January and February.  

However, plans are that we will now resume our monthly meetings and continue to do various hands-on mis-

sion type programs. Some time ago, Marilyn Nash began to gather  historical artifacts of our church and to 

create a Legacy Room. Many fascinating and interesting bits of information are yet to be organized and dis-

played.  In March, this will be the Circle’s main focus. Anyone wishing to be a part of this activity is invited 

to join us at  1: 30 p.m. on Monday, March 9th. Then on April 13th we will be working on another UMCOR 

mission project . 
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Making a Church "comfortable" for the unchurched doesn't mean 

 changing your theology . . . It means changing the environment. 

I recently came across this quote (author unknown), among one of my project files 
from the Facelift initiative. The following is a recent inspiration that came from a dai-

ly devotional this past weekend ... "The Lord opens doors, not simply for mission organizations 
and churches, but also for individual believers.  A chance to do His will in any area of life must 
be taken seriously, as His opportunities always lead us to the path He has designed for us.  
Some seem too good to be true, others are cloaked in hardship, and still others defy human 
reasoning.  We need to know how to listen for and discern God's voice so that we can be cer-
tain when it is His hand opening a door." 
 
Ten years I ago could not fathom God's purpose in bringing me back to the Church of my youth.  
It has been over 30 years since I gave my life to the Lord in a commitment of faith. Since then,  I 
have experienced an amazing journey discovering the path He has designed for me.  Of course, 
it has been a learning process in recognizing my will versus His will.  It has been a journey of 
discovery in how to serve Him with loyalty, humility, and diligence.   It has been nearly two years 
since I was inspired by a Celebration of the Arts program I learned about from a church in Vir-
ginia.  After a conversation with that pastor and encouragement from his curator,  the Lord guid-
ed me on a journey that has resulted creating and environment here at Ionia First in which to 
celebrate creativity in various mediums.  The most wonderful blessing has been an amazing 
team that has embraced the vision, and over the last 18 months have created a "Gallery" envi-
ronment and shared their unique creative talents.  They are currently actively seeking opportuni-
ties to share within our church and community the source of our respective creative inspirations.   
 
On February 15th, several members of our team attended a Celebration of the Arts event at 
Fulton Street United Methodist Church.  For over 40 years, this church community has encour-
aged creativity through this annual event.  Our vision journey provided a wonderful experience 
in exploring the sacred art on display and a time of worship with the Calvin College Gospel 
Choir In Concert.  What a wonderful opportunity to witness a vision imagined being fully real-
ized.    
 
The Gallery's  winter display is an  "Inspiration of Photography", featuring two Guest Photogra-
phers.  A member of the Ionia First Church family, Mark Workman --  "Photographs for me are 
like memories, which are meant to be relived  and shared with friends and family."   And, a 
friend of the curator, Judy Jacques from Lancaster, MA.  --  "Peaceful Places."   Their respec-
tive stories of inspiration may be found next to their works in the Chapel foyer.  Their photo-
graphs are located throughout The Gallery, including the SonRise Cafe. 
 
We expect to reschedule a "Meet the Artist" event with Suzanne Grieves, providing a pastel 
demo sometime in April.  Another "Exploring Creativity" workshop for the youth/children of our 
congregation is being developed for May.   As we continue to develop Celebration of the Arts 
opportunities here at Ionia First, we will be looking at featuring visual arts in The Gallery.   

If you or someone you know would be interested in displaying a collection of  their 
works, feel free to contact the Church Office (be prepared to provide: name, phone num-
ber, email, visual art medium -- art, photography, sculpture, etc.).  Typically, a collection 
would include 12 to 18 items depending on size.  Currently the rotation display time 
frame is eight to ten weeks.   



• Wednesday potlucks 
throughout Lent, 6:00 
p.m. These potlucks will 
include the Holden 
Evening Prayer. Don’t 
know what that is? Join us 
and find out! 

• The Ionia Community Library 
will present “Seven Vital Les-
sons, or The Whole Art of De-
tection in a Nutshell” present-

ed by Sherlock Holmes, 
Wednesday, March 4, 7pm. 
This is a free event and will 
be held in our SonRise Café. 

Bring a friend! 

 

 

 

• To all of you who sent cards, 
emails, and called during the 
time we were physically un-
der the weather, or in be-
cause  of the weather, we 
thank you. Don and Peg Fell  
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Prayers for those in the military: 

Adam Cook-Green Beret, Afghanistan 

Nick Murray-Helicopter pilot, Key West 

Andy Hoort-Nurse, Walter Reed 

Daniel Zander-Major U.S. Army Ft. Lewis-

McChord 

Duane Baliff 

Suzanne Grieves  Marion Wray    
Katie Lincoln  Rick Borup 
Gene Clark   Ken Keyt     
Julie Englehart  James Jarosch  
Carol Hoort      Mark Workman  
Carol Bookie  Tracey Lhamon     
James Ruehs            Clyde Stout      
Carol Newkirk  Colleen Thompson 
Arlene Rowland      Lucy Dickinson     
Dominic Essich  Randy McCoy     
Kay Gardner     Gary Brownell  
Josh Hans    Ken Felice   
Dave Stiles   Bobbi Humbracht  
Pat Moore       

PLEASE PRAY IN THE NAME OF THE 

LORD FOR:  

(E-mail prayer requests to 

sharron67@charter.net)     

Attention Singers! The Lakewood Area Choral  
Society (LACS) invites those interested in becom-
ing members to join them Mon., March 2, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room at Lakewood High 

School. More membership and audition infor-
mation is available at:  www.lacsmusic.org.,  269-

967-7246, or lacsmusic@gmail.com.                 

Summer Camping       Summer Camping       Summer Camping       Summer Camping       

OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities    

Here is a link to summer 
camps through our           

   West Michigan Conference: 
www.westmichiganconference.org/pages/detail/
2237 

Please note that March 29 Palm 
Sunday and April 5 Easter worship 
services will be one combined service 

at 10:00 a.m. 



SUMMARY REPORT OF THE INVESTMENT COMMITTEE AT THE END OF 2014 

 
By way of introduction, the Investment Funds originated from the estate of Enid Morse in 1998.  The 
Endowment Fund ($157,000) was intended to provide interest income each year for Missions, Buildings and 
Grounds, and Scholarships and Special Programs.  The Development Fund ($45,000), titled Capital 
Improvement, was intended to help the church reach long-term goals.  The Contingency Fund ($22,500) was 
for emergency needs of the congregation or the church structures. 
 
In the years between 1998 and 2010, $58,000 was distributed from the Endowment Fund.  The Capital 
Improvement Fund received an additional $45,000 added to it in 1998.  By the year 2007, $77,000 had been 
used from this fund for church facility needs, leaving a balance of $20,000.  The Contingency Fund provided 
$18,000 toward church needs in 2006 and stood at $13,300 by the end of 2010. 
 
Since 2011, the Contingency Fund has been replenished to $23,296 as of the end of 2014.  The Capital 
Improvement Fund stands at $20,566 at the end of 2014.  The Endowment Fund has distributed a total of 
$34,802 toward special needs and programs of the church including $8,000 in college scholarships since 
2011.  The Endowment Fund stands at $210,811 at the end of 2014 and we anticipate distribution of $10,000 
towards special needs of the church in 2015. 
 
Gifts and bequests to each of the funds, but especially to the Endowment Fund, are always appreciated.  All 
of the funds are prudently invested in stocks and bonds through United Methodist Foundation of Michigan.  
All gifts will be placed where desired and will contribute to the long-term financial stability of First United 
Methodist Church. 

Soup kitchen 

The soup kitchen is so blessed by having a crew that is dedicated to continuing our mission of reaching out to 
those in the community who can use a hot meal. 
 
We are especially grateful for two of our active volunteers - Derrick and Kathleen. Ray 
and Marilyn, and those who come from Portland, join us once a month.  To be thanked, 
also, for their dedication, are those women from our congregation, who do the weekly 
laundry to keep our towels and dish cloths clean. 
 
At present, the only needs for soup kitchen remain desserts.  When you bring a dessert 
item, make sure it will serve between 25-30 people. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
           Jan Powell 

*If you are interested in volunteering on Monday nights at 6pm, please contact Joan MacDonald at 527-4999. 



BIRTHDAYS 

March 

1 Kenny Felice 
4 Dick Christian 

6 Pat Arnold 

7 Kendra Badder 
8 Deanna Hotchkin 

9 Karson Hagen 
10 Marge Bowne 

13 Billie Horwood 
14 Nancy Haight 

14 Kim Paton 
16 Charley Frost 

20 Steve Manciu 
22 Gene Clark 

29 Katie Felice 

April 

5 Isaiah Manning 

11 Henry Castle 
17 Sue Curtis 

17 Ruth French 
20 Wayne Lowry 

21 Savanna Curtis 

25 Stuart Church 
26 Diana Whitelock 

30 Ava England 

 

 

    

ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES    
 

MarchMarchMarchMarch    
29 Al & Marge Irby 

 
AprilAprilAprilApril    

2 Jerry & Judy Gregory 
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March/April Volunteer Schedules at Ionia First 

March 
Ushers (entire month) 
John Cegelis, Al MacDonald   

Greeters 
1 Dick and Jackie Christiansen 
8 Tom and Pat Batista 
15 Mark Workman 
22 Phil Kahl 
29 Don and Peg Fell 
 

Communion Stewards 
1 Ruth French 
 

Nursery 
1  9:30   VOLUNTEERS  
 11   NEEDED 
8 9:30  Sue Finch 
 11 
15 9:30 
 11 
22 9:30 
 11 
29  9:30 
 11 
Sunday Snow blowing  Ted Paton 

April 
Ushers (entire month) 
Ken Felice, Jerry Winter 

Greeters 
5 Patricia Copeland 
12 Jan Powell 
19 Avis White 
26 Ruth French 
 
 

Communion Stewards 
5 Doris Simpson  
 

Nursery 
5 1st   VOLUNTEERS 
 2nd   NEEDED 
12 1st 
 2nd 
19 1st 
 2nd 
26 1st 
 2nd 
Note:   If you are unable to greet as scheduled please 

trade with another greeter or call Peg Fell so she can 

find a substitute. 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
 

2 

 

 

7-Trustees 

3 9:30 Friend-
ship  

10-Grief 
Share 
1:30 UMW 

4 

6-Potluck 

7-Library 
Event 

5 

 

6  

CYV-Dare 2  

Share       
Columbus  

7 9:30-11:30 

Wms. Retreat-
Café 

Noon-play 
practice 

8 

Communion 

1-3 CYV 

9 

 
1:30 Cassie 
Stewart 
 
 
7-Ad Board 

10 
 

10 Grief 
Share 

11 

 

3-5 CYV 

 

6-Potluck 

12 

 

13 

 

14 9am-3pm 

Ionia Expo 
@IHS  

Noon-play 
practice 

15 

Noisy Offering 

1-3 CYV 

 

16 

 

 

17 

10-Grief 
Share 

 

 

18 

 

3-5 CYV 

 

6-Potluck 

19 20 

 

21 

 
Noon-play 
practice 

22 

Missions 

1-3 CYV 

 

23 24 

 

10-Grief 
Share 

6-Community 
Dinner 

25 

 

3-5 CYV 

 

6-Potluck 

26 27 28 9am-Lenten 
Breakfast  

 

Noon-play 
practice  

29 Palm     

Sunday 

Combined 
Worship 10am 
“Nothing But 
Nets” Missions  
program 

30 

 
 
 
7-Missions 

31 
 

10-Grief 
Share 

 

MISSIONS 
Enrich 
No More   
Malaria 

   

       

March 2015 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
 

1 

 

3-5 CYV 

 

2 

 

7-Maundy 
Thursday Ser-
vice 

3 
 
4-8 @FUMC 
Good Friday 
Worship- 
Stations of the 
Cross 

4 

5 Easter 

Combined 

Worship 

10am 

Communion 

6 

 

 

7-Missions 

7 

9:30 Friendship 

1:30 UMW 

8 9 10 11 

12 

Noisy 

1-3 CYV 

13 

 

1:30 Cassie 
Stewart 

14 

 

 

7-8 Men’s Bible 
Study 

15 

3-5 CYV 

 

7-8:30 Wms. 
Bible Study 

16 17 18 

 

19 

Missions 

1-3 CYV 

20 21 

 

 

 

7-8 Men’s Bible 
Study 

22 

 

3-5 CYV 

 

7-8:30 Wms 
Bible Study 

23 24 25 

26 

 

1-3 CYV 

27 
 

28 

 

 

 

7-8 Men’s Bible 
Study 

29 

 

3-5 CYV 

 

7-8:30 Wms 
Bible Study 

30 Missions 
RAVE 
One Great 
Hour  

 

April 2015 
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SEE INSIDE! 
 

Join us for activities throughout Lent: 
• Every Wednesday, 6pm Potlucks (pg. 8-9) 
• Sat., March 7, 9:30-11:30 Women’s Retreat (pg. 4) 
• Sat., March 28, 9am Lenten Breakfast (pg.2) 

Holy Week:  
• Maundy Thursday service, 7pm 
• Good Friday worship, 4-8pm Stations of the Cross 
• Easter morning children’s egg hunt, one combined 
worship at 10:00 a.m. 

105 E. Main Street 

Ionia, MI 48846 

 

Traditional Service 9:30am 

Contemporary Service 11am 

Check it out! 

www.ioniafirst.com 

 


