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“A Symphony of Praise 
and Service to God” “Where Do You Stand?” 

 

…everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 

his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 

sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 

with a great crash.  

Matthew 7:24-27 

 

To the Friends of Jesus,  

 

I love these parables in Matthew… snippets of the teachings of Jesus that have made it through the centuries to 

land on the driveway of our minds like those little “Bang Pop Snappers” that the kids jack around with on the 

4th of July. We labor over the meaning of this verse and that verse, fighting about the minutia of doctrine and 

how it should be applied; and then Jesus comes along with a ¼ teaspoon of gunpowder and says, “What have I 

taught? Love the Creator and your neighbor in all you do? Well and good – stop arguing… you can’t know who 

I am til you risk taking me at my word.”    BANG!!! 

 

Does anyone else find it compelling that what Jesus cares about is not anyone’s intellectual beliefs, but how or 

whether we actively participate in the commandment to love? Jesus doesn’t say, “whoever gets their doctrine 

right… is like a wise man….” Jesus draws a simple, common sense link between hearing the Word of the Cross 

and performing it in spite of the world. So where do you stand? Do you believe so you can be saved; or do you 

obey because you’re in love? You see, hearing the Word of the Cross and putting that Word “into practice” are 

separated by the Lord into two different things. Those who hear and do not practice… well…. do they really 

believe?    BANG!!! 

 

We must realize that belief itself is not a matter of the head but of the heart. Our English word belief comes 

from the German word geliebte, which means “beloved.” You can’t believe in the God revealed in Jesus Christ 

because it makes rational sense. It doesn’t. Belief is a matter of being in love. And loving is a matter of being in 

relationship. And relationship is a matter being together. And Jesus is out in the world with the poor. The mys-

tery of the Incarnation, Life, Death, and Resurrection of the Word only begins to have meaning in those circum-

stances and events when love overcomes and heals our sin and suffering. The Good News, dear friends, cannot 

be fully explained; but it can be fully experienced. As Paul says to the Galatians, “the only thing that counts is 

faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).   BANG!!! 

 

Where do you stand? Rock or Sand? Let us take up our crosses dear friends… let us take Jesus at his word; for 

those who seek the reconciliation of all things in Jesus’ Name will immediately find the New Creation.  

 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.  



       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

At present UMW is in a “lull.”   We are in the planning stages for the up-coming “School Kit” project in which we will be collecting items 
for school kits to be sent to UMCOR and forwarded to wherever the need is greatest.  We are also beginning to plan for our special 
recognitions and for the late summer Trash and Treasure Sale.   The pay is to feel the sense the satisfaction experienced when you have 
reached out and improved someone else’s life, knowing that you perhaps have been that “one little candle.”    The bonus is that you 
have bonded more closely with members of you own church family and enjoyed a priceless fellowship, that you have received and given 
support to those with which you have worked. 

 

Missions News 

 

The Missions Committee will meet on July 31st.to consider how to use the endowment money that is left.  We 

generally give the UMW money for the Christmas baskets.  This year there have been so many tragedies in the 

U.S., especially floods and fires.  We will consider designating the money that remains to go to UMCOR to help 

those impacted by these disasters. 

 

The committee wishes to thank Bonnie Klingbell and Ethel Clark for all the hard work they do making lap quilts 

for Heartlands and the Kidney Dialysis Center.  Good work ladies!  You are behind-the-scenes missionaries at 

work. 

 

An e-mail has come to the church about our missionaries, Delbert and Sandy Groves.  They will be visiting Le-

Valley sometime this fall.  We are so fortunate to be able to see them and their work with New Life Center where 

our mission giving goes.  Announcements will be made in church. 

 

Also, a thank you to all for continuing to support missions here at First. 

 

Jan 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Church, the Parsonage, and Stuart and Marie Church 

 

Pastor Jonathan and his wife Jessica, are making their home in Grand Rapids.  She is a chaplain at Spectrum Hos-

pital, nearly finished with her PhD program, expecting their first child this fall, and has her parents in Grand Rap-

ids.  She has no business commuting from here to GR.  Therefore, the parsonage will be empty.  We considered 

renting it.  It is part of our tax free property which creates several problems for us.  Renting it did not seem wise. 

 

Stuart and Marie expressed interest.  Lengthy negotiations followed.  They will move in and live there.  They will 

be responsible for all of the utilities at the parsonage, repairs under 100 dollars, mowing and snow removal, an 

extra 10 hours of office service at no extra pay. 

 

Both the Trustees and the Administrative Board have approved this arrangement.  Anyone who wishes to review 

the agreement may do so in the office.  The value to the church is in having the building occupied, having the util-

ities paid, the grounds taken care of, small repairs handled and 10 hours of additional office labor.  It seems to be 

fair to both parties. 

 

Al Irby, Ad Board Chair  
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OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 

 

  

 

UMW BOARD 

The UMW Board has openings for several 

new members.  Meetings are scheduled for 

the first Tuesday of each month at 1:30p.m.  

No particular talents are essential.  Input of 

new ideas and incentives are needed for tra-

ditional and new events. 

BRUNCH POTLUCKS 

On April 23rd we started what we hope will 

be a new tradition.  There will be a potluck 

brunch at 10:30 following our church ser-

vice.  Bring a dish to pass and your own 

table service.  This will be a once a month 

meal, and beginning in May, it will take 

place on the 3rd Sunday. 

BABY SHOWER 

There will be a Baby Shower for Jonathan 

& Jessica Bratt Carle following a Potluck 

Lunch on August 20th at 12:30.  All are 

welcome.  Bring a dish to pass.  Paper prod-

ucts will be provided.  Jonathan and Jessica 

are registered at Buy, Buy Baby. 

St. Joseph, MO Mission 

I have found a mission for prescription bot-

tles in St. Joseph, MO.  There is a large 

public clinic that is accepting used prescrip-

tion bottles.   

CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE 

To volunteer to participate in Hands on Mission 

Projects, plan to join the Cassie Stewart Circle 

which meets at 1:30 p.m. on the second Monday 

of each month.  Attendance at each meeting is not 

a requirement.  Just come and assist whenever 

convenient.  We promise a great fellowship, a 

time to share and get acquainted in addition to 

participating in a mission project.  Activities vary 

each month. 

NURSERY 

We are in need of ladies to help in the nursery on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30.  The more volunteers 

we have, the less often you will be asked to help.  

Contact Marie in the church office (527-1860 

CHURCH GARDENS 

If anyone would like to bring flowers and plant 

them around the church AND take care of them, 

you are welcome to do so.  We will not be order-

ing geraniums this year. 

DO YOU LIKE GARDENING? 

Judy Rozeboom has been taking care of our 

church gardens and picking up around the proper-

ty for a long time.  She would like to have some-

one who could help with these projects.  If you 

would be interested, please call the church office 

at 527-1860. 



 

Join us for Lunch August 20th at 12:30 

 In Fellowship Hall 
  

 We will have a Potluck Lunch to welcome Jonathan and Jessica Bratt Carle followed by a 

 Baby Shower for their baby boy.   

 We are inviting the Lyons/Muir Church to join us. 

 Paper products will be provided, but bring a dish to pass. 

  Jonathan and Jessica are registered at Buy, Buy Baby, but if you wish to make a donation, 
 the Staff Parish Relations Committee will find something suitable for them.  You can leave  
 your donation with Marie in the church office.  

 Coffee Fellowship will be at 10:30 a.m. in the SonRise Cafe, and coffee will be available in 
 Fellowship Hall between noon and 12:30 p.m. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

New Pictorial Directory  

 

 The new Pictorial Directories are available at the information stand outside the Chapel. 

 Be sure to pick one up for your family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The last Music on the Green is August 1st.  Please join us for a 

wonderful evening of inspirational music with Harmony (Steve 

Hodgkins, Mindy Talbot, Sue Manciu and Warren Wentworth), Joel 

Kilgore, Adam Green and Billy Ray. 
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Prayers for those in the military: 

Adam Cook-Green Beret, Afghanistan 

Nick Murray-Aircraft Carrier, Bremerton WA 

Andy Hoort-Nurse, Ret. Royal Oak, MI  

Ross Marshall, Navy, Submarine, Groton, CT 

Daniel Zander-Major U.S. Army Ft. Lewis-

McChord 

Duane Baliff 

Austin Campbell -  Air Force 

Prayers for: 
 
Carol Newkirk  Mary Vernon 
Stuart Weisgerber Elizabeth Smith-
Phyllis Whitelock  Bryant Adams 
Steve Lampman  Hunter Wagner 
Julie Englehart  Joy Hood 
Don Fell   Mark Workman  
Elisha & Crystal Stock Gary Hanson 
Robert Zander  Barb Helmer 
James Zimmerman Katherine Asher 
Nicole Rhodes  Carol Adkinson 
Amanda Bishop  Jerry Lawrence 
Nancy & David Carle Scott Burkman 
   
    

PLEASE PRAY IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 

FOR:  

(E-mail prayer requests to 

sharron67@charter.net)     

During the Celebration of Creativity worship weekend in May, 

the Community Prayer Tree initiative was launched.  This en-

deavor is growing and developing organically through the lead-
ership of Amy Buckingham.     

 Purpose:   Ionia First UMC working in our community to create 

a deeper experience and a beautiful way to connect with others 

via the practice of “Prayer”. 

       The tradition of creating a prayer tree -- was noted in San-
dra Ingerman’s book “How to Thrive in Changing Times” -- 
comes out of Siberia.   

       When we can experience our gratefulness for life we trans-
form our perspective about what is happening in our own lives, our church, our community, our state, our country, and 
around the world.  When we feel grateful, we can experience the beauty instead of the pain.  We want to acknowledge 
those who are suffering and feel compassion.  At the same time it’s important to experience the beauty and the gifts 
that life brings us.  This comes from ancient teaching that has been passed down through many cultures and many 
generations. 

     Let us together hold a positive vision for our community.  Let us embrace ourselves, our loved ones and all of life 
with love.  Love heals! 

The Community Prayer Tree has been introduced to the audiences during the “Music & Art on the Green” events in 

June.  Your participation is welcomed and we trust that you will encourage friends and strangers in our community to 

visit this place. . .and take the opportunity to add their prayer to the tree.  



 

UMW Board & Cassie Stewart News 

   
 I love to read.  I have noted that when I finish one chapter and go on to the next or finish reading a book that is 

  a part of a series and pick up the next in the series, the characters may still be the same, but perhaps changed in               

  some way due to an illness, an accident or just grown older.  The site of the story may be the same but also al- 

  tered in some way.  Perhaps new characters are introduced.  Things are the same and yet different.  However, I 

  do have an insight into the original characters’ temperament and background; I have an understanding, a feeling, 

or a thought about each one that helps me to know something about that individual.  I have an insight that creates 

an anticipation of what the future may hold for that character or the development of the story.  Yet, I keep reading. 

 

And so it is with us here at First.  We are the same individuals that we were last year and yet changed in some way.  We are all 

still part of our First United Methodist Church family.  We do rejoice that we have previous members rejoining us as ell as having 

new individuals joining us.  It is with great anticipation that we look forward to the future.  We have just closed the cover on one 

book or chapter of a book and are now beginning a new chapter.  We remember that in Psalms 2:8 we read:  “I will instruct you 

and teach you the way you should go.” 

 

Your UMW Board and Cassie Stewart Circle are in the process of preparing for another eventful year.  Our personnel have 

changed, but we have “High Hopes.”  We have experienced many challenges and are praying and seeking guidance and leader-

ship that will enable us to fulfill those responsibilities and obligations.  One of our goals, to strengthen our UMW Board by add-

ing new members, is definitely important.  We need new incentives, new ideas, new “blood.”  Please note that each of you ladies 

of the church are an United Methodist Woman.  Many of you are already donating your time and talents to activities of the 

church and we thank you for all that you do.  We just need several of you to step up and say, “I am ready to give a little more” 

and assist us in the planning and organizing various service and mission projects. 

 

Now this is the time of year that officially we recognize the several of our congregation that have through this last year gone the 

extra mile.  The United Methodist Women annually honor a woman who has voluntarily served our church and our congregation 

by performing deeds benefitting our church.  The nominating form will be in this newsletter.  If you wish to nominate someone, 

please complete the form and submit it to the office prior to August 10th.  Note:  We also honor men who have been exceeding-

ly helpful.  You may submit their names also. 

 

I remind you that the Service Center at the new location, corner of Depot Street and Washington across from the hotel, is still one 

of our Mission projects and several of our UMW women volunteer working there.  If you have clothing, shoes or small household 

items that you no longer need or want, consider donating them to the Service Center.  Bedding such as sheets, blankets or quilts 

are especially needed.  If you have an hour or two you would like to volunteer, that, too, would be highly appreciated.  If you 

haven’t visited this facility, you are welcome to just stop in, look around, or ask questions or shop.  Hours are Tuesday and 

Wednesday, 9 am to 12 noon, and 1 pm to 4 pm and Saturday 9 am to noon. 

 

Just a reminder:  We are going to be contributing school supplies to UMCOR School Kits and The Samaritan’s Purse Boxes.  Per-

haps you might want to purchase some school supplies now while they are on sale.  Requests include unsharpened pencils, pen-

cil sharpeners, large  2 inch erasers, spiral or top-bound pads of paper, blunt scissors, 30-centimeter rulers, and 24-count boxes 

of crayons. 

 

“Bear one another’s burdens and fulfill the law of Christ” - Galatians 6:2 

 

Look for our projected plans for the coming year in the September newsletter.  Again, your UMW Board says “Thank You” to each 

and every one who has supported us throughout the year and contributed to numerous mission projects.  In the meantime, re-

member each morning to give thanks and say “This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it” 

 

Peg 
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           Attendence   Giving    Needed 

July  2   44    $1,460.00    $3,000 

July  9   64    $2,977.00    $3,000 

July 16   55       $930.00    $3,000 

July 23   65    Not available    $3,000 

July 30   63    at this time       $3,000 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dove Award 
The DOVE AWARD was established in 1997 by the Heartland District UMW to recognize the service of local unit mem-

bers.  DOVE recipients are honored at the District Annual Meeting which will be held September 21st, and on our own 
Women’s Sunday which is scheduled for September 24th.The criteria for selecting DOVE award recipients are: 

She is an active member of the United Methodist Women, serving her church and community. (We designate all 

women in our church as United Methodist Women.) 

She supports mission projects locally and/or globally. 

She expresses her faith through action. 

She supports youth and children through prayer and friendship. 

Former DOVE recipients are: 

Ruth French  Ethel Clark  Becky Brown  Peg Christopher  Gladys Stout  

Margie First  Ruth Hodge  Billie Horwood  Roberta Sterner  Marilyn Nash  

Keta Stebbins  Norma Sage  Betty Vander Laan   Maybelle Drake  Jean Clark  

Marilyn Klinesmith  Olive Slater  Marilyn Monte  Katie Lincoln  Jan Powell 

Judy Rozeboom  Beverly Brown  Estelle Buys  Joann MacDonald Jodi Hagen  

Doris Simpson  Amy Buckingham 

We will also recognize others (both men and women) who have been outstanding volunteers during the last year. 

************************************************************************************************ 

For the DOVE AWARD, I would like to nominate____________________________________because______________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For special recognition, for service rendered, I would also like to nominate____________________________________ 

because_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

************************************************************************************************ 

Please put this form in the collection plate, in the UMW mail box, or give it to Marie in the office.  Deadline is August 
6th, 2017. 

   



 

 
   BIRTHDAYS 

August 

 

 

  3   Patricia Zander 
 

 10  Noelle Podoll 
 

 18  Lewis Slater 
 

 22  Jean Clark 

 
 25  Mariel Joy 

  

 
 
 
 
 

August 
Anniversaries 

 
  2  Larry & Sheila Ransom 
  9  Dick & Jackie Christiansen 
 16  Mitch & Sari Mercer 

 
 

 

August 

 

Greeters 

August   6   Marie Church 

August 13  Phil Kahl 

August 20  Marge Bowne 

August 27  Sharron Chapman 

 

Note:  If you have agreed to serve as a greeter on a  

Sunday morning, but find that you cannot do so, 

please call Peg (527-2433) or the church office 

(527-1860).  

 

 
August 

 
Nursery 
August  6 

August 13 

August 20 

August 27 

 

We can always use more people to help in the nursery.  
If you would like to volunteer, please call Marie 
Church (616-755-3207) or the church office (527-
1860). 



  

 

  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Mission: 
Clark Home 

 1  

7:00 pm Music 

on the Green, 

Inspirational 

Music  

2 

9:30 am 

Friendship 

Committee 

7:00 pm VBS 

Training 

3 4 5 

6 

Communion 

 

Vacation Bible 

School__________ 

6:30pm to 8:30 pm 

7 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

 

 

______________ 

 

8 

9:30 am Friend-

ship Committee 

 

_____________ 

9 

 

 

_____________ 

10 

 

 

 

_____________ 

11 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 

Noisy Offering 

14  

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

7:00 pm Ad 

Board 

15 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

20 

Mission Sunday 

 

12:30 Potluck 

Lunch & Baby 

Shower for  

Jonathan & Jessica 

21 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

 

22    

 

23 24 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

28 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

 

29 

 

30 

 
31   

       

August 2017 



 

 

August 1
st
                                                                                                                 

An evening of Inspirational Music with Harmony                                                            

(Sue Manciu, Mindy Talbot, Steve Hodgkins, Warren Wentworth),                                         

Adam Green, Joel Kilgore & Billy Ray 

 

 

 

 

105 E. Main Street 

Ionia, MI 48846 
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Check it out! 

www.ioniafirst.com 
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