
New Life 
 

Jesus answered him [Nicodemus], “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3, RSV) 

 

What do you think it’s like to be born? One moment you’re warm and comfortable 

and the next things are bright and cold. The change must be jarring. Yet, it’s a neces-

sary change. We cannot be who we were meant to be by remaining in the womb. 

 

Jesus compares seeing the kingdom of God to being born. It’s a big change and, like 

many of Jesus’ parables and metaphors, his listener, Nicodemus, doesn’t understand 

what it means. He assumes Jesus is being literal and it doesn’t make sense. Who 

would want to get back inside mom? 

 

Jesus goes on to talk about being made new by the water and the Spirit. Now, under-

standably this is difficult for Nicodemus to grasp. The Holy Spirit hasn’t been given 

to the disciples yet and Nicodemus isn’t a disciple. Jesus chides him anyway as Nico-

demus is a teacher. Still, our question shouldn’t be why Nicodemus was confused, it 

should be whether or not our lives reflect being renewed. 

 

Unless we have achieved perfection, each of us has a part of our lives that is not com-

pletely loving. We still need to be renewed. We still need to be transformed. We still 

need to be born again. Surrendering those pieces of our lives can be uncomfortable. 

Many of us have a strong streak of pride that causes us not to want to admit that even 

though we’ve been a Christian for decades, we still have work to do. I sympathize, it’s 

hard. 

 

Yet, this is our calling. One day, one step of faith, one moment at a time we are called 

to holiness. My challenge to you today is to prayerfully ask God for a greater share of 

the Spirit so that we can continue toward holiness and perfection. Until that day 

comes, let us continue to move forward together. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jon 
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At present UMW is in a “lull.”   We are in the planning stages for the up-coming “School Kit” project in which we will be collecting items 
for school kits to be sent to UMCOR and forwarded to wherever the need is greatest.  We are also beginning to plan for our special 
recognitions and for the late summer Trash and Treasure Sale.   The pay is to feel the sense the satisfaction experienced when you have 
reached out and improved someone else’s life, knowing that you perhaps have been that “one little candle.”    The bonus is that you 
have bonded more closely with members of you own church family and enjoyed a priceless fellowship, that you have received and given 
support to those with which you have worked. 

 

 

 

 

UMW & Cassie Stewart News 
   

  Several pastors ago, there roamed in our church a little hedgehog.  Yes, a hedgehog!  He was the imaginary pet 

and informant of the pastor.  His name was Nigel.  He never was seen, but he visited all the committee meetings and 

conferences in the church, hid in the dark recesses of the rooms, ate up all the crumbs that he found on the floor, evesdropped 

on conversations, and then shared his information with the pastor who in turn relayed the “tid-bits” to the members of the com-

mittees at their meetings.  Interesting?  You bet!  Many times these “tid-bits” were not actually the gist of discussions, but were 

suggestions or recommendations of “Nigel” for action or solution.  Yes, it was an interesting format and one which I remember as 

intriguing. 

 

If Nigel were here today, I wonder what he would hear, what he would share, and what he would suggest.  If he showed up at our 

UMW meetings, he would have little to report because we really haven’t met.  Most of our “doings” have been done on the 

phone because of existing circumstances.  My personal inability to participate has caused some concern, but your loyal and dili-

gent other UMW board members have taken over and goals have been met.  I thank all those who have stepped up and taken 

the reins. 

 

Cassie Stewart Circle members have combined their efforts with those of the UMW Board and the Health Kits are being prepared 

for mailing.  We thank all of you who have contributed to the project.  In some far off village on the other side of the world, or 

perhaps in a community right here in the United States, children are benefiting from your generosity. 

 

I received an OCC (Operation Christmas Child or Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox) update.  Beginning January 2017 a decision was 

made that toothpaste and candy can no longer be allowed in the shoeboxes.  The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to 

share the good news of Jesus Christ using a simple shoebox gift as a platform to open doors to share the Gospel.  These items 

are increasingly proving to prevent entry into a large number of our recipient countries and blocking the opportunity to share 

God’s love with children in need.  Eliminating the toothpaste and candy will leave more room for other items.  It has also been 

suggested that we collect items the year round for the boxes, and each month a specific item to be collected is suggested.  By the 

end of the year, you will have acquired a variety of gifts for your shoebox.  Monthly suggestions are as follows: 

 

January:  Gloves or scarves   May:  Hygiene items   September:  Games 

February:  Accessories    June:  Toys    October:  Letter or photograph 

March:  Quality crafts    July:  Clothing items   November:  $7.00 donation 

April:  Stuffed animals    August:  School Supplies  December:  Pray 

 

My suggestion is that since we have already missed three months, we pray every month, include the letter or photograph with 

another month’s gift, and incorporate $1.00 for seven months.  Thus, since January’s gloves or scarves might be a little difficult to 

find in April, (stuffed animals) and follow through May until October and then do January, February and March’s suggestions in 

October November and December.  The gifts for October through December, we have distributed throughout the year.  So, at the 

depot for recycling in Fellowship Hall, we will designate a place for monthly gifts for our shoeboxes.  April’s gift will be small 

stuffed animals that can be fitted in a shoebox with other gifts.  (Questions?  Call Peg Fell.) 

 

This Spring, your UMW Board and the Cassie Stewart Circle combined are preparing to “spring into” action.  Remember that 

“spring” is not just a season but also an action.  Back in the 14th century the term ”spring time” was used because it was the time 

plants sprang from the ground.  In the 15th and 16th centuries the term was shortened to “spring”.  So, reverting to times past, 

let us this Spring, spring into action. 

 

My devotional this morning quoted Sue Monk Kidd as saying, “Somewhere in every crown if suffering, God has implanted a bud 

of strength that can burst open releasing extra power.”  As you prepare to act, look for God’s strength within life’s hardships.  

Pray:  On this day and always, help me remember all You’ve done for me. 

 

“With God, all things are possible.”  Matthew 19:26  

 



 
Page 3 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 

 

  

 

UMW BOARD 

The UMW Board has openings for several 

new members.  Meetings are scheduled for 

the first Tuesday of each month at 1:30p.m.  

No particular talents are essential.  Input of 

new ideas and incentives are needed for tra-

ditional and new events. 

LENTEN POTLUCKS 

The last Lenten Potluck will be on April 

5th. 

On April 23rd we will start what we hope 

will be a new tradition.  There will be a pot-

luck brunch at 10:30 following our church 

service.  Bring a dish to pass and your own 

table service.  This will be a once a month 

meal, and beginning in May, it will take 

place on the 3rd Sunday. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

BOARD 

Several positions are open on this board 

which meets the 2nd Monday of every other 

month at 7:00 p.m.  For details as to qualifi-

cations, please make an appointment with 

Pastor Jon by calling the office (527-1860). 

BE SURE TO JOIN US ON 

SUNDAY APRIL 23RD 

Former member of our church, and soon to be 

retired pastor, Sue Ann Hagan will be leading 

us in worship.  This will be a special treat for 

those of us who knew Sue Ann and Lloyd. 

CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE 

To volunteer to participate in Hands on Mission 

Projects, plan to join the Cassie Stewart Circle 

which meets at 1:30 p.m. on the second Monday 

of each month.  Attendance at each meeting is not 

a requirement.  Just come and assist whenever 

convenient.  We promise a great fellowship, a 

time to share and get acquainted in addition to 

participating in a mission project.  Activities vary 

each month. 

NURSERY 

We are in need of ladies to help in the nursery on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30.  The more volunteers 

we have, the less often you will be asked to help.  

Contact Marie in the church office (527-1860 

MALAWI MISSION 

(now St. Joseph, MO Mission) 

I have recently learned that the Malawi Mission 

for prescription bottles has been closed.  They 

have received over a million bottles.  Praise God 

for caring people.  I have found a mission for 

these bottles in St. Joseph, MO.  There is a large 

public clinic that is accepting used prescription 

bottles.  I now have an address for them.  

DO YOU LIKE GARDENING? 

Judy Roseboom has been taking care of our 

church gardens and picking up around the proper-

ty for a long time.  She would like to have some-

one who could help with these projects.  If you 

would be interested, please call the church office 

at 527-1860. 



 

The Bowling Alley 

Ionia  

Is holding a fundraiser for\ 

Habitat for Humanity of Ionia County! 

 

 Bring your family and friends to The Ionia Bowling Alley 

 on April 9th, 2017 from 11 AM—5 PM 

 and  receive 3 games and shoe rental for only $6.95 per person! 

 

 15% of all food sales for the entire day will be donated to Habitat for Humanity 

      Of Ionia County 

 

 Also:  Bake Sale & Silent Auction! 

 

This is not an Ionia Public School Event.   

The four parables are: 

 

The Wise and Foolish Builders 

The Wheat and the Weeds 

The Lost Sheep 

The Workers in the Vineyard 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

  

Some of us attended the event on February 19th at Grand Rapids 

1st UMC, and had a lovely time.  The music was wonderful.  More 

information from our group will be coming soon 
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Prayers for those in the military: 

Adam Cook-Green Beret, Afghanistan 

Nick Murray-Aircraft Carrier, Bremerton WA 

Andy Hoort-Nurse, Ret. Royal Oak, MI  

Ross Marshall, Navy, Submarine, Groton, CT 

Daniel Zander-Major U.S. Army Ft. Lewis-

McChord 

Duane Baliff 

Austin Campbell -  Air Force 

Prayers for: 
 
Carol Newkirk  Doris Simpson 
Stuart Weisgerber Elizabeth Smith-
Phyllis Whitelock  Ron Beach 
Steve Lampman  Jimmy Griffith 
Julie Englehart  Gladys Stout 
Don Fell   Mark Workman  
Elisha & Crystal Stock Mary Cusack 
Robert Zander  Barb Helmer 
Marge Irby   Joy Hood   
    
 

PLEASE PRAY IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 

FOR:  

(E-mail prayer requests to 

sharron67@charter.net)     

During the Celebration of Creativity worship weekend in May, 

the Community Prayer Tree initiative was launched.  This en-

deavor is growing and developing organically through the lead-
ership of Amy Buckingham.     

 Purpose:   Ionia First UMC working in our community to create 

a deeper experience and a beautiful way to connect with others 

via the practice of “Prayer”. 

       The tradition of creating a prayer tree -- was noted in San-
dra Ingerman’s book “How to Thrive in Changing Times” -- 
comes out of Siberia.   

       When we can experience our gratefulness for life we trans-
form our perspective about what is happening in our own lives, our church, our community, our state, our country, and 
around the world.  When we feel grateful, we can experience the beauty instead of the pain.  We want to acknowledge 
those who are suffering and feel compassion.  At the same time it’s important to experience the beauty and the gifts 
that life brings us.  This comes from ancient teaching that has been passed down through many cultures and many 
generations. 

     Let us together hold a positive vision for our community.  Let us embrace ourselves, our loved ones and all of life 
with love.  Love heals! 

The Community Prayer Tree has been introduced to the audiences during the “Music & Art on the Green” events in 

June.  Your participation is welcomed and we trust that you will encourage friends and strangers in our community to 

visit this place. . .and take the opportunity to add their prayer to the tree.  

Doris Simpson would like rides to church.  
Anyone willing to volunteer, let the church 
office know.  527-1860. 

 Maybelle Drake would love to hear from us. 

201 Allred Rd. 

Apt. 501 

Byron, GA  31008 

Phone: (478)654-6899 

Email:maybelle.drake@yahoo.com  



           Attendence   Giving    Needed 

March 5  44    Figures not available   $3,000   

March 12  52    at this time    $3,000 

March 19  50         $3,000 

March  26  45         $3,000 

          

 

 

2017 Spiritual Growth Retreat 

WOMEN OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES 

Featuring Pastor Andy Croel 

Friday & Saturday, May 5 and 6 

 

Friday:  Registration - 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.   Session One:  2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

Registration - 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Session Two:  5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday:  A day of fellowship and spiritual growth.  Sending forth - 3:00 p.m. 

 

Wesley Woods Camp, 1700 Clear Lake Road, Dowling, MI 49050 

Lodging:  $60 Lodge - bunk bed, bring your own bedding & towel.   

Communal shower. 

$80 Motel - linens provided, shower, 4 guests/room 

Sponsored by the Heartland District UMW 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this registration form no later than April 26, 2017. 

 

Questions?:  darllynt@hotmail.com or 989-671-6828. 

Make checks payable to Heartland District UMW. 

 

Name:___________________________Address:_____________________________ 

Phone:________________email:_______________________Lodge___Motel___ 

 



BIRTHDAYS 

April 

 
 

 
  5  Isaiah Manning 

  
 11  Henry Castle 

 
 17  Ruth French 

 
 25  Stuart Church 

 
 26  Diana Whitelock 

 
 20  Ava England 

 

 
 

 

April 
Anniversaries 

 
1 Dave & Roxanne Stiles 
2 Jerry & Judy Gregory   

         20  Eric & Lacy Fulcher 
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May/June Volunteer Schedules at Ionia First April 
   

Greeters 

April   2  Phil Kahl 

April   9  Sharon Chapman 

April  16 Ruth French 

April  23  June Faulkner 

April  30  Jack and Sue Manciu  

 

Note:  If you have agreed to serve as a greeter on a  

Sunday morning, but find that you cannot do so, 

please call Peg (527-2433) or the church office 

(527-1860).     

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 
 

Nursery 
April   2  Jackie Christiansen  

April   9  Noelle Podoll & Melissa Wagner 

April  16 

April  23 

April  30 

 

We can always use more people to help in the nurse-
ry.  If you would like to volunteer, please call Marie 
Church (616-755-3207) or the church office (527-
1860). 

 

 

 



 

Fun Page 
 

  These scrambled words all have something to do with Jesus’ last week through 
  his resurrection. 

  Have fun. 

 

  1.  SPORSEVA    11.  SAMESHI 

 

  2.  PREPUS     12.  RALIBU 

  

  3.  CLEPISDIS    13.  PHIGWIPN 

 

  4.  TALBAREY    14.  RONTSH 

 

  5.  FICRITCINUOC    15.  MOMINCUNO 

 

  6.  KENODY     16.  TOGALOGH 

 

  7.  LAMP     17.  REYARP 

 

  8.  SETARE     18.  STRERA 

 

  9.  LAHJELULAH    19.  RALUMEJSE   

 

           10.  SECRETORNIU    20.  NETOS 

 

 



  

 

  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Mission: 
UMCOR 

     1 

 

2 

Communion 

3 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

7:00 pm Trustees 

4 

9:30 am Friend-

ship Committee 

1:30 pm UMW 

5 

6:00 pm  Lenten 

Potluck 

6 

 

7 8 

 

9 

Palm Sunday 

Noisy Offering 

10  

1:30 pm Cassie 

Stewart 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

7:00 Ad Board 

11 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

7:00 pm 

Maundy 

Thurs. service 

here 

 

 

14 

7:00pm Good 

Friday service 

Lyons/Muir 

 

 

15 

Lyons/Muir Easter 

Egg Hunt 

16 

Easter 

17 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

7:00 pm VBS 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 Morning ser-

vice with Sue 

Ann Hagan 

10:30 am Potluck 

Brunch 

_______________ 

30 

 

24 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

Newsletter Dead-

line 

_______________ 

31  6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

25 

 

 

26 

 
27 28 29 

       

April 2017 



 
 
 
 

He is  

Risen 

Hallelujah! 
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Ionia, MI 48846 
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